
 

WRITING SUBJECT STATEMENT 

CURRICULUM AIMS  

At St Mary’s we shape our curriculum so that all pupils are provided with high quality 

teaching and learning, with Jesus Christ at the centre of all we do. We aim to teach pupils 

how to grow into positive, responsible citizens, who can work and co-operate with others 

while developing the knowledge and skills to achieve their true potential.  

 

 “The Christian life is a call to a deeper communion with God and with one another, and this 

finds particular expression in our schools, which are rightly recognised as being families 

themselves, where no one is a stranger and where everyone, whatever his or her background 

or academic ability, is welcomed, treasured, supported and helped to become the person 

whom God calls them to be.”  

Bishop Malcolm MacMahon. 

 

We aim to provide a Catholic Christian education based on the life and teaching of Jesus 

Christ, in which the values of the Gospel underpin all aspects of school life; 

To provide a friendly, nurturing environment in which the dignity of each person as a child 

of God is recognised and developed; and to promote the full potential of each child through 

a curriculum which develops spiritual, academic, creative, social and emotional growth; 

To provide a curriculum which is enriching and challenging, where pupils experience the 

opportunity to learn in a wide range of contexts.  

 

INTENT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At St Mary’s we believe that English skills are vital to the education of pupils, so they are 

prepared for their future life.  



 

A broad and balanced English 

programme using objectives from the 

National Curriculum 2014, determines 

the skills that each year group and Key 

Stage must cover alongside a range of 

genres which are studied and 

promoted. A variety of resources are 

used to promote a reading and writing 

culture. Children are given a range of 

writing opportunities including the use of paired, group and independent writing tasks. A 

culture of learning from each other is promoted through use of co-operative learning 

structures. This is developed across both key stages, so that the children learn to respond 

appropriately and supportively to each other regardless of gender, age, cultural or ethnic 

background.  

 

The aims of teaching writing in our school are to develop pupils 

who: 

  

 show high levels of achievement and exhibit very positive 

attitudes towards writing. 

 use and understand language as speakers, readers and 

writers. 

 are competent, confident and independent in the use of 

language in their writing. 

 have an awareness of different audiences and purposes 

for writing. 

 apply their grammatical knowledge in their writing as 

stated in the POS 2 

 apply their phonetical and spelling knowledge in their 

writing as stated in the POS 1 

 apply the English language in all areas of the curriculum. 

EYFS 

Writing in EYFS is a Specific area of the curriculum and is closely linked to firm foundations in 

the Prime areas of Physical Development (Gross and Fine motor) and Communication and 

Language (Speaking, Listening and Understanding). Children in EYFS will be given the 

opportunity to run, climb, balance, throw, push, pick, pull and swing their arms to develop 

gross motor skills. Equally good hand eye coordination is needed to develop precise fine 

motor skills and children will be given the opportunities to 

strengthen their hands and fingers so they can grip a pencil.  

Mark making is an essential component to early writing and is 

highly valued at St. Mary’s. Through talk and high quality 

interactions with adults, children learn that early mark making 



enables them to learn that marks convey meanings and messages and it is another form of 

communication. It teaches them how to find a developmental appropriate pencil grip and 

about the control and level of pressure needed to leave a mark on an object.  

Opportunities for storytelling and the broadening of 

rich vocabulary are a key feature of our EYFS 

provision. Sharing good quality texts, encouraging 

roleplay, engaging in conversations, acting out 

helicopter stories and talk for writing help children 

develop oracy, which in turn give children the 

motivation and imagination to write.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

IMPLEMENTATION 

 

St Mary’s provides daily English lessons that are progressive and support skill development. 

The Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum is followed to ensure continuity and progression 

from entering Nursery, moving on to Reception Class and then through to the National 

Curriculum in KS1 & KS2. 

The Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum is divided into prime and specific areas of 

learning and development. 'Communication & Language' is one of 3 prime areas that are 

fundamental to supporting their language development. 'Communication & Language' is 

made up of the following aspects: listening and attention, understanding and speaking. 

‘Literacy' is one of 4 specific areas which include the development of essential skills and 

knowledge and is made up of the 2 aspects: reading and writing.  

Provision for writing is based on an individual’s developmental 

stage. In Nursery and Reception you will see a variety of 

activities that develop these key early writing skills: waving 

ribbon sticks in the air, lifting and manipulating heavy objects, 

painting with large brushes and rollers, moving to music, moving 

large wheeled toys, climbing over, under, through equipment, 

sand and water play, brushing up leaves, digging with spades, 

dough disco, picking up objects with tweezers, spraying water 

bottles, threading activities, building with small Lego pieces, 



painting with fine brushes, using chalk, pens and pencils, fastening buttons and zips. The list 

is endless!  

Early mark making is a feature of both our indoor and 

outdoor continuous provision. Children are giving 

opportunities to use a whole range of writing tools and 

equipment on a small and large scale. Large flat cardboard 

boxes allow writers to make marks when laid out on the 

floor, chalkboards are available for children to write names 

on, draw pictures or record the scores from football games, 

chunky chalk allows children to draw rainbows, family 

members and friends’ names on the tarmac, mini paper 

books are a perfect way to create first picture books and tuff spots are full of sand, glitter and 

shaving foam to allow children to make patterns and learn letter and number shapes. 

Once children are developmentally ready to form 

recognisable letter shapes they will learn how to 

combine this physical skill with their phonic 

knowledge and understanding of spoken language 

to write initial sounds, cvc words, names, labels, 

short captions and sentences as developmentally 

appropriate.  

Our EYFS learning environments are rich with vocabulary. Children are continuously 

encouraged to talk about their learning, express their ideas, thoughts and feelings. They are 

supported in their role play to express themselves orally and to make marks or write applying 

their phonic skills and knowledge. 

Vocabulary mats are giving to children to use at home and at school as a learning aid to new 

theme-based vocabulary. Wherever possibly, when introducing new words, staff will use 

concrete examples- these may be in the form of ‘real’ objects found within the environment 

or images in books or from computers. Time is taken to talk about new words when sharing 

stories or introducing them in conversations. New vocabulary is displayed in the indoor and 

outdoor environments so children not only get used to saying these words but also 

recognising them and using them in their writing. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

PHONICS AND SPELLING 

St Mary’s follows the ‘Little Wandle revised Letters and Sounds’ programme for teaching 

phonics. Phonics is taught in discrete daily lessons through ‘Foundations in Phonics’ in 

Nursery and ‘Phase 2 Phonics’ at the beginning of Reception. Guided reading sessions follow 

on from the phonics lessons and children learn to read books closely matched to their 

Phonics knowledge. 

In continuous provision children have access to phonics activities which are practical, 

engaging and varied to ensure all learners are engaged and making progress. 

At the end of Reception children at the expected level of development will: 

- Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed; 

- Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds with a 

letter or letters; 

- Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others.  

 

Children in Year 1 continue with their Phonics programme. Year 1 is a foundation year for 

spelling, with children being taught important spelling patterns and exception words as well 

as how split digraphs work. They will learn both digraphs (sounds made by two letters, such 

as 'ee' or 'ir') and trigraphs (sounds made by three letters, such as 'igh' and 'tch’). They will 

look at how the same sounds can be made by different groups of letters, for example: oy and 

oi (as in 'toy' and 'coin') 

Children will also be taught ‘common exception words’. These are words commonly found in 

the English language, but which do not follow the phonic rules that have been taught so far. 

Examples of these in Year 1 are: 'were', 'once', 'school', 'house'. 

In Year 2 a more formal spelling programme is introduced. Some children may still require 

daily phonics teaching. Children continue to develop their phonological awareness, as well as 

taking a more in-depth look at rules and patterns within different words.  

In Years 3 -6 children follow the Twinkl Spelling Scheme. Discrete spelling lessons are planned 

including weekly spelling activities and tests where appropriate.  

At St Mary’s we base our teaching of writing on Pie Corbett’s Talk 

for Writing approach. The aim of the approach is to develop 

imaginative effective and creative writers. It enables our children 

to imitate the language they need for a specific genre orally, before reading and analysing it 

and then writing their own versions. The Talk for Writing approach also enables children to 

read and write independently for a variety of audiences and purposes within different 

subjects. At St Mary’s we developed a plan of genres and skills from reception to Year 6, to 

ensure coverage and progression. 



The talk for Writing approach is structured so that the children develop language skills 

through the stages of imitation, innovation to then independent application, and can be 

adapted to suit the needs of learners of any stage. In Key Stage 2 our teaching is focused by 

an initial assessment of our chosen genre, with a cold or have a go task.  Assessment of this 

piece of writing helps the teacher to work out what teaching is needed for the whole class 

and different groups and then adapt the plan and model text accordingly.  

 

The imitation stage 

The teaching begins with a creative ‘hook’ 
which engages the pupils, with a sense of 

enjoyment, audience and purpose. The 

model text is pitched well above the pupils’ 
level and has built into it the underlying, 

transferable structures and language 

patterns that 

students will 

need when they 

are writing. This 

is learned using a ‘text map’ and actions to strengthen memory 

and help students internalise the text. Activities such as drama 

are used to deepen understanding of the text.  

 

Once the children can recall the model 

text, they can then read the text and 

other examples for vocabulary and 

comprehension. Following on from this, 

the text can then be analysed for 

language features and structure, boxing 

up the text and creating toolkits to 

secure learning. At this stage short burst 

writes are used to apply and consolidate 

the language and grammatical features 

and the focuses being taught, for 

example description and persuasion. 

The working wall, which is created throughout this process, becomes an important tool for 

the children to draw upon for their own writing. 

Scaffolds used to support writing 

 

 

 



 

 

Working Wall   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The innovation stage 

Once the children are familiar with the model text, 

then the teacher leads them into creating their 

own versions. With younger children, this is based 

on changing the basic map and retelling new 

versions. Older children use boxed-up planners 

and the teacher demonstrates how to create 

simple plans and orally develop ideas prior to 

writing. Ideas may need to be generated and 

organised or information researched. 

Shared and guided writing is then used to develop 

writing over several days, so that students are writing texts bit by bit, concentrating on 

bringing all the elements together, writing effectively and accurately. Feedback is given 

during the lessons, as well as using some form of visualiser, so that children can be taught 

how to improve their writing, make it more accurate, until they can increasingly edit in pairs 

or on their own. 

Invention Stage-Independent application – the hot task  

Eventually, the children in Key Stage 2 move on to the third phase, which is when they apply 

independently what has been taught and practised. The children are guided through 

planning, drafting and revising their work independently. At this point we try to provide a rich 

starting point, so that their writing is purposeful. Writing may be completed over several days 

and there may be time for several independent pieces to be written. With non-fiction, 



children should use what they have been taught across the curriculum or use fantasy themes. 

The final piece is used as the ‘hot’ task, which clearly 

shows progress across the unit. 

Final Independent piece of writing -The hot task 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Handwriting  

At St Mary’s, handwriting is taught with a sequential and progressive approach. Handwriting 

sessions are taught regularly to the children and begin with printed letters that follow the 

Little Wandle Phonics scheme. They continue to develop this throughout KS1 until they are 

ready to begin joining some letters. Teachers and support staff are expected to model the 

handwriting style. When children are ready, usually at the start of Year 3, they move to a 

cursive font,  from the Twinkl Handwriting scheme and as they move through Key stage 2, 

they increase their legibility, fluency and speed.  

 

INCLUSION 

 

All children receive Quality First Teaching. Any children with identified SEND or in receipt of 

pupil premium funding may have work additional to and different from their peers in order to 

access the curriculum dependent upon their needs. In addition, our school offers a vibrant, 

demanding and varied curriculum, providing all our pupils with a range of opportunities in 

order for them to reach their full potential, enjoy and achieve regardless of their starting 

points.  

 

IMPACT 

 

EYFS Impact 

Our EYFS curriculum provides a sustained high quality, well planned and progressive 

curriculum for the unique child.  



We ensure our staff have good knowledge of child development to ensure this is tracked 

clearly and everyone has a good understanding of the progress and attainment of our 

youngest learners. 

Throughout the EYFS staff regularly review pupil progress through pupil progress meetings, 

internal staff meetings and moderation of children’s profiles (both in school, across schools 

and within Cheshire East). This ensures that all judgments of attainment are accurate and 

clear.  

All children’s progress is tracked and attainment is 

closely monitored. By the end of the EYFS phase (end 

of Reception), all children will have had a completed 

Early Years Foundation Stage Profile (EYFSP) outlining 

their attainment across the phase, in line with the 

statutory guidelines. From this it is judged whether 

children are achieving at age related expectations and 

have achieved a ‘good level of development’ (GLD).  

 

 

 

Assessment 

Within the Talk for Writing approach formative assessment is used to focus teaching and 

learning. Formative assessment at St Mary’s combines quality teaching with high 

expectations, it enables the teacher to know what the children can do and to use that to 

establish what you need to teach next.  

The cold task is the first formative assessment in a unit of work in Key Stage 2. This 

assessment supports the planning for the unit, it assists the teacher in focussing on what the 

class needs to be successful, as a whole, a group or as individuals. Those identified targets are 

then focused on throughout the unit and can be assessed at the end of the unit, in the hot 

task. Throughout the unit, in short burst writes and other tasks, formative assessment is used 

to drive teaching and learning and address any weaknesses. The final hot task assessment 

should inform future planning with common weaknesses identified. Teachers can then 

compare the cold and hot tasks to assess progress and achievement.  

In Key Stage 1 children do not complete a cold and hot task. The children are given 

opportunities to write both independently and in guided groups throughout each unit. Their 

short burst writing and innovations are used to help inform teacher assessment and the next 

steps needed. 

Writing judgements are formally made onto an Excel tracking system at the end of each term. 

Analysis of the data impacts upon teachers planning so pupils’ needs can be addressed. 

Moderation of teacher assessment is also completed termly in order to ensure that 

judgements are accurate. Children are checked using an Excel grid to ensure that they are 

making at least expected progress if not more. This information is in turn monitored by 



subject leads and SLT. Children who are not on track are identified for intervention/target 

teaching. 

At the end of KS1 and KS2 teachers use the Teacher Assessment Framework to report 

Teacher assessment.  

 

 

Leadership and Management 

The subject leads role is to empower colleagues to teach Writing to a high standard and 

support staff in the following ways: 

 

• By keeping up to date on current issues; disseminating relevant information and providing 

training for staff members (either directly or through other professionals) 

• Leading by example by modelling lessons or styles of teaching 

• Having a knowledge of the quality of writing provision across the school and using this to 

provide a coaching and mentoring role 

• Identifying and acting on development needs of staff members 

• Monitoring expectations, provision and attainment across the school and providing 

feedback to develop practice further in order to raise standards 
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